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You have an abbreviated version of a longer report on seven groups of math topics and related artworks; these are called stories, because they are still far from instruction materials.  Some standards, artworks, problems, and analysis are left out of this version.  The goal today is to see the art listed on the Field Trip form, and to work on one of these stories with a partner.  How do you do that work?  Please read the two pages of your story, visit those artworks, then try to answer the following questions (one report per team is good enough).  Remember to think like a 7th grader, not like a MESABAn (the Field Trip form is for that; it goes to Serena, and this one goes to me).

(1) What math problems can you see linking these topics and artworks?

(2) Can you name another artwork or two that you see related to this story?  Please tell how it is related, by asking a question or writing a problem.

(3) What sort of experience was it for you to track down the art and puzzle over the story?

(4) How will middle-school students (7th graders, say) feel about this story?

(5) Many of the students we are hoping to teach have problems with 7th grade math.  In fact, they may have difficulty graduating from high school because they will not be able to pass the California Exit Exam, given first in the 10th grade but covering mostly 7th grade mathematics.  What do you think they will feel?  

(6) What can you suggest about reaching them?

(7) What other comments and suggestions can you make?  Please write these on the back.


