Math & Art

Spring 2011

Seminar Projects
Your policy states:
Project:  Project requirements will be outlined in class.  In general, you are expected to focus on several aspects of material we discuss and to join them artfully.  The result should be that:  a work of art.  It may take the form of a poem, song, story, dance, visual piece or anything that expresses your learning. 
Freshman Seminar students have responded in many different ways, some individually and others in small groups.  I can and will show you examples, but I prefer that you come up with your own ideas.

Here are some thoughts:

It could be an essay, but not a term paper.  If a written piece, it should be 5-10 pages long.  If a poem, 25-50 lines of nice poetry seems adequate.  If in another form, we should consult before you get started, but that is generally true—I would like to know what you are doing if only to be sure you are doing something.  On the other hand, I really enjoy surprises, so if you have doubts, talk to me, but otherwise, go for it!

How?  When?
By writing and oral presentation to the Seminar.  The written component is due at the Final Exam meeting, and the "public" presentation will be given there as well.  You will have the room's full Audio/Visual support, and are welcome to use music, painting, dance,  or any art form.  The written part, if the project is not itself written, is a one-page summary of the project.  I keep that, and if you wish you may keep the project.

Who?
You—but in a sense me as well.  My responsibilities include being your best audience, and continuing to summarize my own learning through this term in some succinct way.

Why?
It seems like the best way to get you to put it together for yourself and thereby help us all to come to some conclusions, and it gives us a reasonably painless way to help earn and justify a course grade.

Please develop a proposal and commitment by Thursday, May 28; a couple of sentences in email (Wells@usfca.edu) will do, and need not be fine writing.  It can change, but it should change from a plan to another plan.  Remember that presentations are set for Tuesday, May 17, 12:30-2:45 PM, in HR 509; ONE-PAGE written accounts of the project are due then, too, along with all outstanding written work and a final look at the journal!  DON’T FORGET THE JOURNAL!!
