Spring 2011
Special Lecture Series in Computer Science
CS 385

Credit:  One unit; enrollment in CS 385 for two terms is required for all CS undergraduate students; others are welcome to enroll for credit or audit.  This is one of the few courses that can be attended without formal enrollment.

Grades:  Generally speaking, good grades are earned by listening well and writing well.  You are not evaluated on absolute comprehension of advanced material, but on how well you listen and express your own understand​ing.  The grades will be based on the following work, described in more detail below:





attendance


40% 





reports on lectures, readings
40%





discussion, participation
10%





extended report

10% 

Grades are assigned on the intervals:  ≥ 90% is A; 80-89% is B; 70-79% is C; 60-69% is D; < 60% is F.

Attendance:  You must attend each lecture and discussion session for the full period.  One absence will be excused, and perfect attendance will be rewarded by a small score increase.  Tardiness of any degree is discouraged and may be penalized; five or more absences will be penalized additionally.  Attendance is based on weekly report forms turned in.

Weekly reports:  Each student will complete a weekly report form; the completed form is due at the next class meeting.  Some forms will relate to a lecture or presentation; others, to readings.  The graded report should be returned to you at the following meeting.  The grade range is 0-3 plus "rejection."  Rejected reports can be resubmitted within one week for a possibly reduced score.  Late, incomplete reports are penalized (see below).
Extended report:  In addition to the weekly reports, each enrolled student will write one extended report.  This is a short paper (2-3 text pages) on your experience in CS (or if you are repeating SLS/CS, then please write about your view of the most pressing current social issue in computing.  Please see the Guide for Writing attached.  The paper must be typed double-space on 8.5 x 11 inch white paper.  The extended report will be due at the last class meeting on Thursday, May 12, 2011, (or before) and will not be returned to you.
Discussion participation:  In addition to the first organization meeting on January 27, several Tuesday or Thursday meetings may be devoted to discussions of writing, readings, and styles of the speakers' presentations.  There are currently four Tuesday meetings scheduled (2/1, 3/1, 4/5, 5/3).  We have the room, and we may need to schedule talks or discussions on other Tuesdays.  We also meet on Wednesday, April 6, TBA.  Every student will be expected to make short oral reports.  There may also be quizzes.  There will be no final exam.
Note:  if report forms are submitted after the next meeting but before the second subsequent meeting, they can still earn 2/3 credit for that talk.  After that, each week late is a reduction of an additional 1/3 (and 0 is better than Absent), but any paper more than 3 weeks late will count as an ABSENCE.

Lectures and Discussion sessions:  Thursday (and Tuesday) lectures, presentations, and discussions begin at 11:45 sharp and end by 12:40.   The next class begins in Harney 235 at 12:45, so there is a brief time for conversation with the speaker after a talk.  I too have a 12:45 class (in Harney), and probably you do as well.  Timing can be tricky on the new schedule.  Be on time!
Textbooks:  There is no required textbook.  Williams's Style—Toward Clarity and Grace is recommended reading:  you can get a used copy for under $10.  Strunk and White's Elements of Style (some editions are under $4 new) is more than recommended; I assume many of you already have it.  There may be required reading of specified handouts and websites.
Expectations:  I remind you that the speakers are our guests, that we as their hosts can best serve their needs by being in our seats on time, by listening attentively and not talking, reading, or writing other than taking notes, and by staying alert and asking perceptive questions when a speaker indicates questions are appropriate.  Serious departure from these guidelines can lead to your being counted as absent.  All work must be your own; evidence of nonoriginality will lead to grade penalties and embarrassment.  In particular, duplicate weekly reports will be dealt with severely.  The extended report task this term will not be possible to download, but you are still warned that copied reports or papers will result in a failing grade.  The burden of proving originality lies on the content of the paper!  That means it has to read as original work by you.  Take this seriously!  READ THE GUIDE FOR WRITING.

Learning outcomes:  You will be able to write a short summary of a talk; recognize and distinguish effective presentation styles; appreciate a diversity of views, technologies, problems, and methods in contemporary and historical computing.
Office hours:  Tu 2:45-4:00 pm, Th 10:00-11:15 pm, or by appointment.   My name is Benjamin Wells; my office is Harney Science Center, Room 522.  Phone:  415-422-6235.  Email is preferred:  Wells@usfca.edu.

Announcements:  You are responsible for announcements, written on the report form or made in class.  On my part, I shall try to repeat them before they take effect.  All things may change.
